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AFFECTING HISTORT 

LOUISA, 

WANDERING MANIAC, 

•OR, 

-^^LadyoftheHay-^tatkC' 

iQ caltedy from having taken 4ip her Residence uhder that 
Shelter, in the Village of 

BOURTON^ NEAR BRISTOL, _ 

«TATE OF MELANCU^I^Y IgtkASr&gftJENT} 
■^ and supposed to be 

A NATURAL DAUGHTER 

0|f 

FRANCIS 1. EMPEROR pfGERMANT^ 



A REAL TALE OF WO£. 



t>n this History Mr. Boaden founded the favourite Played 
«« The mAID of BRISTOL.** 

PRlKTfiD AMP PUBLISirtED BV A. NEII4, 

At the Somrtiers -Towa Printing Office, 30, tlhaltoli Street | 

and may be had cf all other Bookfeilert« 



J8O4* 

Mice six.pi»ct* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•»;• r» , »»•■*' 1 • • 



' ' ^' r 



A^?S 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ADVERTISEMENT* 

.M.R. FoADEN having, mth so much 
success^ dramatised the fallowing inte- 
resting Tale, under the title of <« The Maid 
of Bristol^ induced us to present the Pub 
lie with the original Narrative; which we 
are enabled to do, frcxn the most authe .tio 
documents*-— —It is so striftly end libe- 
rally true, that it does not req. tc vay or- 
nament from fidion, or any embc^i^anent 
from language. Those for whom truth 
has any charms, and who can conunise* 
rate the calamities of a fellow -creature^ 
will feel for poor LOUISA, whose history 
is here related with the utmost simplicity^ 
and the closest adherence to faft« 
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AFFECTING HISTORY 

) 

XOUISA^ . < 



OOME few yt^ars ago> a young woman Seppe&i 
at the village of Bourton,. near Briftol, and beg^* 
g<d the refrefhment of a little milk,. There was 
fomething fa attra^ve iu her whole appearance^ 
as to engage the attention of all around her. 
She was young and beautiful; her manners grace** 
fill and elegant, and her countenance interefting^ 
to the laft degree. S^c wasalone?— aftnuiger— - 
and in extreme diftrefe— yet flie uttered no com- 

Jlaint, nor ufed any arts to excite compaflion !*^ 
ler whole deportment and conveHation bore vi« 
£ble marks of fuperior breeding, but there wa,& at 
wildnels and want of conilftency in all ihe (aid 
and did. As flie coidd. nod be induced even to 
make known her aaaie,. (he was diilingtti(hed b% 
that of LOUISA. 

All day (he w^idered^ about iiv. (earch^ of a> 
place to* lav her wretched head, and at night ac4» 
tually took up her lodging under an old hay«- 
ftack. The neighbouring ladies remonftratedi 
with her on. the danger of fo expoied a fttuatio% 
but in vain J their bounty fupplied her witK the 
neceflaries of life, but neither prayers nor any 
#ther. gleans could induct her to fleep in a houfe. 

A a A^ 
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infanity, (he ^as at length convcved to Briftol, 
and confined in St. Peter's Hofpital in that city j 
from whence^. hofWevcr,. ih& loon. made her ef- 
cape, and with all the fpeed her fmall remains of 
ftrength allowed, flew to her favourite hay-ftack, 
though it was fix miles from the place of her con- 
finement. Her: ..rapture, lyas inexpreflible oa 

finding herfelf at liberty, and once more (afe be- 
neath this miferable (helter* > 

Hardfhip, ficknefs, intenfe cold, and extreme 
mifery now gradtmlly injtrrcd her health, and 
impaired her beauty, but ihc was yet an int»> 
iaefting figure: flie had an aaDommosi fvreetndfs 
and delicacy in htr air and nanaer; and was. 
above all that, vanity ib comoum to lier iex ; for 
ihe w^ouid noitbex wear nor icoopt of any gaiiidjr 
ire(s or ornament, bat imng them on the boihcjft 
as beneath iier attenttpn. Her wzy of life was. 
the moft harmli6& and inofienfive that on be inn- 
gkied : every fine morning flie walked around the 
village, converfed with the poor diiklren, made 
them little prefents of fuch things as were given 
her, and neceived ottieis in return; but flie would 
talce no food except milk or tea, or the moil 
limple dirt. 

No means had been left ivsattemjited .by the 
tieighbouring ladies to prq^vail on Her to live in m 
houie, but her conftant replv was, diat tr&uhk mid 
mifrry dwelt in houfss^ and mat then was no bappi^ 
mfs hut in liberty andfnjh air J** She was at leogtb^ 
with great reluSance, removed to the village of 
.Eitton, in Gloucefterihire, and fiipported by fub^ 
icrfp(tion, under the maiui^ement of the benevoleat 
M\(& Hannah Moore and her fiiVers. 

From a certain peculiarity of exprefion, witJi 

« flight foreign tin£hire in her proamCTrfion, iaam 

, have 
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have been led ta conje^iu^ fbe was not of this^ 
coant<y ; and various attempts were made to draw,, 
from this ckrcumftance, ibme kiiowledge of lier 
origin. 

A refpe^hble gentleman in Briftol, who ha^- 
fiivoured us with fonfe authentic memoii;s, andr 
who, from Tuotives of humanity, vifited poor 
Louifa, while under the care of Mr. Henderfon,, 
keeper of a private mad-houfe* near BriAol, /poke 
to her in Fiencb, She appeared uneafy, reftlefs^^ 
and embarrafied > but wl^n he addre^ her in. 
German, her emotion was too great, to be fup^ 
preiTed , (he turned from him, and, biirft into 
tears ! Having a(ked her a qi^ftion in the iame 
language, (he anfwered in Euglifbi but as if {he 
had been hurried into an imprudence, ihe artfuUji^ 
changed the iubjed, and deni^ having underftood 
what had been laid to her in Giernun. 

" 1 ihould have cctficeived her,'* lays the wri^ 
teTj ^^ to be about Hve-and^wenty -, , and notwith^ 
ftanding the injuries which her fituation and mode. 
^ life muA inevitably have occafionedinher looks^ 
(be had ftill a very plealing countenance* Tnte-' 
vtttkig k certainly was in a high degree -, but it 
is not eafy to Kay how much this impreflion wa» 
to be attributed to the previous knowledge of her 
ftory. She had fine, expreffive, black eyes and. 
f/e-bcows; her complexion was wan, but not 
fickly y her under jaw projedled a little, and I fan- 
cied I could diftinguilh Ibmething of the Auftrian 
lip ; but it was not decidedly marked. Her noTe 
had nothing particular ; her hair was very darkj^ 
if XK>t black, an;i in length about a year and a^ 
halfs growth, not being thick, but coming down 
pn her forehead ; her arm and hand were delicate^ 
with fmall long fingers. 

^^ Up9n being addreiTedi (be li&ed up ber eyes, 
: * . ' ^ , and 
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and havmg ardculated fome incoherent won)s, fte 
compofed herfelf again. Being told ^^ that the' 
gentleman yns a friend who came to fee her/' flie 
finiled, and moved her under lip for fome time,, 
without pronouncing a word. This pradice,^ 
which exhibited more of the ideot than any otheP 
part of her behaviouv^ &t fbon left off, when wd 
begaa to draw her into a fort of converfation. 

^ Where is papa'?**—" Is mama come for me^ 
to take me away ?*' were the firft words (he ut- 
tered, which were frequently reiterated during my- 
ftay. By addreffing her in a ftrain of ^miliar' 
kindneft, many replies were drawn- from her, andi 
fhe feemed gratified by m]jr joining in her laugh ;- 
which, under any otlier circumftances, would be? 
cfteemed a very pleafant one. 

«* The mode of her fpeaidng Englifh, though^ 
imperfe£b, I could hot abfolutely pronounce to be 
that of a foreigner, but rather that ^an infant;, 
as {he frequently omitted the conne^ng particles^ 
and Ibmetimes made ufe of childifh epithets. 

«* My firft entreaty was, that ihe would reaclv 
cut her hand,, in order that, by this kind of falu* 
tation, I might gain an opportunity of obferving^ 
ti^ grace with which fhe had been (aid to move its 
Tnere was a delicacy in her manner of giving it| 
and I had fiurther occafion to remark, that her 
motions and attitude (as hp as her pofture would 
admit) were thofe-of a perfon wha had been in no^ 
common line of life. She obliged me to repeat a: 
queftion iev«ral times,, before (he would return ait 
anfwer; not becaufe fhe did not comprehend it,, 
but either from indifference, which gradually di^ 
minifhed, or warii^efs to avoid being entrapped 
by leading^ queflions, againft which, it was very 
evident, m Q>ite of her infanity, that fhe was con* 
ftantly endeavouring to guards though now and. 

theiv 
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therr^ when h«r IjptriQi wnw rflHM^ ttr ym» hS 
into replies that thicw a glimmeriiiR light t>a 
what (he had labourW to^ conceaL This layfte* 
ji0Mft€<Mifla£b^ ipbich wii» pcofbablji at firft the tf- 
fe£k of. defign atid Kjbkttioft^ had now beciMie hh^ 
Kitttalv On (Uing a cacii^t |M&, dwwn by four 
korfe^ fhe exclaimed, ^^ My 6diti:'9 ^GOUdt wM* 
drawn by eight horfes,'^ 

^ Soaie ol CbeiMAy uacooned«d ij^icftioAs atnct 
aafwi^fs^ which pa^, a<e as foUow % but it muflr* 
WpreaufKi that inftead of ad^eftiiig to what I 
9fi&d ber^k flic nKNre ufuaUy talked of '^ Mama'a^ 
coming, to taloe her away^ * and other £e»t«ncesy 
which) as i was informed by thofeabout hti^ ^b^ 
was in the habit ol utterkM;, 

^ Do yon find k ool^ iMibV (tht 4o9r 
flanding open.) 

•* No^ 'tis warm here/* 

•« Do you lo¥e the fire ?^ 

^ No» ncv fir« nsftyt^*^^ C^ith an csqireffiTri 
flown.) 

^^ I am your friend, Loui& ; and am come t»: 
like you away from hence. WiUyougowtU^me!'^ 

« Yes/' (with emotion) « but mama mititu 
MO^ and^ bnng me cIoth«; I muft be drefled,"^ 
(pointing her hands towards her neck and fiioiil« : 
derSj and moving her fingers about .) 

^ We fliall go iaa^ coach and four horfes^ amC 
we.^i^iU make them gallop ; and the people OM . 
admire us as we pafs alonp;/' 

Hereihe burft into a fit of laughter and a fort 
tf ^cultatioBi as if enjoying die idea of parade^ 

•' AadweihaUletaUtheglificsdown.'' 

«^ N<H that wiUbc too coU.'' 

By this anfwer, and other minute ctrcumftanttt^ 
&e appeared to havea proper nociiii of & canriage^ 
«)dtobtyebi|aufodtooiit. > 

<« But 
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i^ But Where (hall we drive to?*' ' ' 
' « Home ! . . , , 

• ^ But where^ to what home ?** 

' ^' Oh, here ^nd there, backwards and forward^ 
all round about,'* (waving her hand. J 

*« Shall we, Louisa, (pointcflly) fliall we 
drive to Bohemia?-* * 

*' That is papa's own couhtfj.^ 

This remarkable anfwer came from her in s 
perfectly &ir and dtre£tnmnneF, after flie had been 
in a train of talking and laughmg^and when fhc 
, might be fuppofed to be off her guard, I took the 
opportunity of joining in her laugh, and aiking 
other queftjonsr before her fpirits had time to fub* 
fide, or her warinefs returned; but my defign waf 
itot fuccefsful.- She -would inftantly aflSime a fe- 
rious, and evenafullen look^ when (be thought- 
my interrogations impertinent. Sometimes me 
evaded them in a different manner. She talked 
jBuch about a fiften I offered to call her-^ 

« But how fhall I addrels her? What is her: 
x»me ?'* 

• " She will tell you when ihe comeSy" (with a- 
fignificant air.) ' ^ 

' *< Is your fifter like you, LoUifa ?"— ^he* 
laughed. - . 

*' If fhe is like you, ihe is very pretty." ' 
** A faint blufli came over her cheek, and catt- 
ing down her eyes with a coquetifli fmile,lhe tidied ' 
to hide her face in the ftraw of her bod. 

,«< When fpoken to in French^ (hefeemed, but 
not very decidedly, to underftand it) and particu<*'> 
larly, when deiired, in that language, to give her 
hand at parting, fhi'e Teacfaed it out > but the corre- 
ipmdif^g a&ioaon my part might poffibly have in* 
diicecl.her.to do.this, independently of the rec^cft $ 
certainly j^ however, wfaea -addreffed in French^* 

.... ^ fhc 
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&e'dul not give kfs figpsof kYtdligenoe^hanivticfi 
^ken tO;4i\ Engliih, nor did . fte es^prefs ^y her 
connjtenaaccany furprife at the change of language^ 
She did not;, however, (peak a word of Frcndi. I 
fried a few words of German, at which flie burQ; 
into immoderate fits of laughter, as if at ipyau.k^ 
ward pronunciation of it, and n>ifapplicatioii of 
words. No French phrafe addreQed tp her ha4 
^e fame efFedl.. , 

** When the difcourfe ran on the fubjeft of tfa^ 
yelling, I mentioned a variety of towns, in ^urope> 
but widiout being able to perceive any xqncc^i«» . 
tant emotion. W hen a^ed if fhe liked BruflTels^ft)^ 
lljeemed to contract a look of difpleafure or difguft i 
and I think the fame alfo when BrufTels^lace wa% 
mentioned to her« I talked about croffii^.the fea» 
and of fea^ftcknets. No particular words dropped* 
from W) but (he appeared to grpwferiojus a^id 
rcferved, and to difcourage the fubjeft. 

^^ I was informed that ihe had a particular paf- 
fion for bracelets and miniature pi^ures, but a. 
moft fovereign contempt for every other ornament. 
Of a Queen Anne's half-crown jfhe appeared vaftljr 
fond J, flie has fometiraes defired to have one fewed 
on a black, ribbon; faid it much refembled her. 
mama; would wear 1% on her a^mi and kifs it^itU 
great delight. 

<^ She ^Idom arofe from her bed of ftraw; on 
that ihe lay very quiet ; but if they attempted to 
drefs her, or put her o^ a comfortable bed, (he . 
became outrageous. She did not require to be > 
treated with harihnefs, as thefe fits of refentment 
only arofe from being difturbed from her indolent , 
f^ofe.' She often amuCed herfelf with fliaping , 
her blanket into the; imitation of a ro^al robe. 

^* Will you have your hak drefled, LouifaT! , 
faidJU 

r' , «Ob» 
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^Qfc, IMS ^^ (wkb a took of inR%Mitio% 
iK^hid^ Wds atfb r«feft(ed wiheii 1 tatkod of powder) 
^^ 4||^ hair m^ t>o thus/* (pointing to and hjrtM 
delica^ hoM of the ringfotton her foiHsbeod) ^ -afiS 
When i go home, it wiM flow down mf bade a^rf 
Aouldbts, OP come down, hefc,'^ f&mtmf; to diem. 

^ T^» hA was^ oxpiefled partly bjr z&ion and 
partly hjr word^, the parttcular phfafe,^ occeptin|^ 
ill (hort replies, not being alwafs ocaAlj colled^ 
ed, though her idea was^perfidftrytntelUgible. 
• ^ The ten»|b^ir^«pftied in a vi^ue and inco* 
herent manner ;. iometimes^ tothegentJeman (Mn 
Hendenfon^ who had the ^charge of ))ef , and at 
tiaie$. to. vom^ unfcnowfi perfen at a dUhuiiect 19 
whoie home Aie talked of going. 

"A foireign lady, refident in BriAol, once wtjwt 
to fee Lottila, when fhc waa under the hay^ftacita 
With her, I underftand, ihe talked German, aad 
told her ibe' had lived at Slefwick y had been in a 
<roftvent, and cfeiped with her lover. This wa% 
the only nK>ment m Which any thing^of her native 
language or country efcaped her. oy fome misk. 
fortune, this lady (who was genteel and welt* 
bred) was reduced to be a Aiperintendinff fbrvant 
in the very houfe wiiere Lottifa was confined, and 
had" the cmef care of her. Louifa, remembering 
the former con^dant fbe had made her, could never 
be prevailed on to renew the cpnverlation, though 
ihe frequently (poke fhort ientences to her in Ger- 
man, particultely if ihe wanted tea^ or bad any 
other favouD to aft. 

** From this lady I learnt, that poor Loulfehai 
the marks pf a very large wound on the Ipwer part 
of hec head, behhidthe ear, and of a large fcar 
ti^n the breaft, which feemed to have been ocqa^ 
iioned by a very confiderablt; wound. 

*^ Books have been left in the room, but al-* 
« though 
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though flie h\s been narrowly watched, fhe ha« 
never been obrcrved to open any of them. Being 
once prelTed to. read, fhe cried, " No, no ; read- 
ing is ftudy, and ftudy makes me mad." 

'' There was a peculiarity in her enunciation^ 
approaching, but not amounting, to a lifp, or as 
when the tongue (lightly touches the under row of 
teeth. Her voice was foft and feminine, and I 
iiever heard her loud, except in her fits of laughter. 
Her humours were faid to be various; to me fhe 
was good-natured, and I might almoft fay affable. 
After the door was locked on her, I could hear 
iier laughing. In fpite of the mifery of her condi*- 
dition, fhe feemcd not to be unhappy.** 

Shortly after poor Louifa had been difc(yoefed in thh 

. country^ the following Narrative made its appeiar^ 
ance on the Continent^ xind was read with great 

•• -^ividity, Ther€ are Jo many Jiriking coincidences 
contained therein with -the fofegoing^ that warrarft 
the probability of La FrmUn and Louisa being the 
Janu\ ejpeaally^ when we confider that the feats 

. defcribed on each^ exa6ily correfponded-y with othef: 
^ircumjiances^ fufficiently corrobcfTative of the iden^ 
iity y and of cmcrfe^ that Lou fa was a natural, 
. -daughter of Francis L Emperor of Germany, — ^ 
The Hi/lory is exceedingly inierejiing in itfelf\ wi 
Jhall therefore prefent our readers with the Tranj^ 
iation: 

IN the fummer of the year 1768, the Count de 
Cobenzel, Imperial Minifter at Bruffels, received 
a letter from a lady at Bourdeaux; the writer re- 
quefled him " not to think it flrange, if his advic6 
and friend(hip. were eagerly fought afteV ;" — ad- 
ding, " that the univerfal refpea which his ta* 
. Jents and hisimereft at Court had acqaired, en- 
» gaged 
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gaged her to addrefs h^felf to him — that m a little 
time he (hould kaovv who the perfon was that had 
prcfumed to folicit his good offices, and that per- 
haps he would not repent of having attended t9 
her." This letter, which was written in very ia- 
difFerent French, was figned La Fruelen. The 
Count was defired to return an anfwer to Ma- 
moifeile La Fruelen, at Bourdeaux. 

A fliort time after this the Count received a let- 
ter fi om Prague, figned ** Le Comte J. de Weif- 
fendorfF,*' in which l\e was entreated to give the 
heft advice in his power to Mademoifelle La Fru- 
»elen — to intereft himfelf warmly in her behalf— to 
write to Bourdeaux in her favour— and even to 
advance her money, to the amount of a thoufand 
ducats, if (he flood. in need of \U The letter was 
concluded in thefe words : TVhen you Jhall knoWy 
Sify WHO this Jlr anger is^ you wM be delighted t§ 
think that you have ferved her^ and grateful to thofe 
who have given you the opportunity of doing it^ 

M. de Cobcnzel replied to the Lady, that he 
was highly fenfible of the honour of her good opi- 
nion — that he (hould be proud of aflifting her with 
his advice, and of ferving her to theutmoft of his 
power : but that it Was abfolutcly neceffary he 
(hould in the firll inftance be informed of her real 
i)ame. 

After this the Count received a letter from 
Vienna^ figned *^ Le Comte Dietrichftein." Ta 
this he was again requefted to pay every poflible 
attention to Mademoilelle La Fruelen, and in par- 
ticular to entreat her to be frugal. He anfwered 
this, as well as the former letter from Prague— 
but no notice was taken of his reply to either. 

Meanwhile his epiftolary intercourfe with the 
young lady at Bourdeaux continued. Towards 
the end of the lame year, die .wife of a tradcfaian 

©f 



d by Google 



( 17 r 

af that cfty^ named Madame UEnghsmiy came 
to Bruflels upoa bulinefs — ^that bufineis having in- 
troduced her to the Count <le Cobenxel, fee fpoke 
to him of Mademoifelle La Fruelen in terms of the^ 
feigheft praife. She extolled her beauty, her ele- 
gance J and above all, that prudence and propriety 
ef conduit, which did ib much htmour to a perfon^ 
left at that tender age to her own difpofal. She 
added, that the young lady had a houfe of her own^. 
that Ihe was generous, expenfive, and even mag- 
Jiiticent — that fee had been three yeafs at Bour- 
deaux— that the diftinguifeed attention with whicl> 
the Marechal de Richelieu treated her, the ex^ 
treme refembJance of her features to thofe of the' 
Jatc Emperor, Francis the Firft, and the enrife 
ignorance of the world as to her birthy gave rife 
to ftrange conjcdhires — That thcr young lady had 
often been quefiioned on the fubjedl, but that fee- 
always took care to obferve tile mofl fcrupulous 
iilence a& to her family. 

In I>ecembcr, 1768, JVl. de Cobcnzel received a^ 
very Angular letter, dated,, ** Vienna. From 
my hd — tofo in the monung*^ In this, the Count 
was highty> connnended for the good advice he had 
given the young (banger, and requcftcdto conti*- 
nUe his attentions. 

He was alio charged to inculcate economy, ani 
particularly admonifeed of the importance of the 
fccret. This letter had no fignature. 

Some time afterwards, the young lady fent to* 
M. de Cobenzel, enquiring whether he had not 
Deceived a letter concerning her ? He anfwered in* 
the affirmative, and faid that fee had been recom- 
meilded to his care in the ftrongeft terms. She- 
Implied, ** I am. much obliged to you, Sir, for your 
goodnefs; but I will tell you honeftly,' that if L 
wanted any particular favour, I would rather ad* 
fUcIk myfelf to God than ta the ialnts 1". 
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In the beginning of the year 1769, thcCbttiyf- 
received fome difpatches from Vienna, which con- 
tained fevera! very extraordinary circumftances re- 
fpedting the ii ranger. The Court of Vienna had 
fent a reqxufition to that of Verfailles, to arreft 
Mademoifelle La Fruelen^ and to fend her, under 
a ftrong guard, to Brtfltls, where Ihe was to be 
examined by M. de Cobenzel and the Firft Pre- 
fident, M. "de Neny. Prince Charles, about ili& 
fame time, received a letter from the Emprcfs, en- 
joining him to be very careful that the prifoner 
{hould not efcape ; and defiring him not to fparc 

cither pains or expence in detaining her. Her 

Majefty's letter concluded as follows : 

*' This wretch wljhes topafifcr the daughter rfoUr 

laU royal majlir. If there was the hafi frdbobi^ 

Mty in thejiory^ I would love her^ and treat her like 
$ne of my own children : but I know it is an imptf^ 
ture 5 and I w^Jh every foffbU effort to he madfy 
that this unhappy creature may no longer profane th^ 

dear and venerable name of our departed Lora/*'* 

7 he Emprefs reconmiended the ftrifteft fecrefy \nf 
carrying on the bufinefs ; and added, that this ad- 
venture had already miade too muck noife, and that, 
all Europe would foon ring of it. 

It feems the Court of Vienna was inforijied 06 
the affair in the following manner : W^hile Jo- 
feph the Second was. on his travels in Italy, the* 
King of Spain received a letter, apparently written- 
by his Imperial Majefty, informing him, in con- 
fidence, that his father, the late Emperor, had left 
a natural daughter, Whofc ftory was only known 
to his fifter the Archduchefs Marianne, himfdf, 
and: a few faithful and confidential friends ; — that' 
the young lady had been moft earneftly recoiw- 
mended to his care by his father ; and that^e Wfts. 
xafident at Bourdeaux. He intreated tb« King of 
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Spain to fend for her, and give her an eftabnih* 
mcnt at Madrid with fome lady of rank, or in n 
convent,' where (he might be treated, with the care 
and re(pe(St due to her birth, till fome plan fliould 
be fixed on for the future happinefe of her life.— ^ 
He added, that he requefted this mark of friendihip 
of his Catholic Majelty, becaufe he himfelf did not 
dare to undertake thefe kind offices for the perfon . 
in queftion, left the Emprefs (hould by fomemeans 
or other hear of it, whom he wiflied to retnain in 
perpetual ignorance of the ftory. 

The King of Spain, thinking this letter very 
■extraordinary, tranfmitted it to the Emperor him- 
felf, who was then at Milan^ demanding fome ex* 
planation of the matter. The Emperor, who had 
. not written the letter,- nor ever heard a fyllable of 
the adventure, fent t;he packet to the Emprefs;. 
who made inftant inquiries about .the ftrangcjr, and 
•difpatched a meflenger to Bomdeaux to feize her. 
She was accordingly arretted at her own houfe, in 
Aujuft 1769* 

Fear and diftrefs took ofF much of La Fruelen*s 

beauty ; (he had continual fpaihis m her ft9mach,- 

attended with fpitting of blood, which obliged her 

to travel very: flowly. At length (he arrived at 

• Bruflels, attended by M. de Poyot, an officer ui>- 

der M. Ferrand. While ihe was on her journey, 

and almoft immediately before (he qiiitted the 

French dominions, a perfon unknown, dreil'ed 

like a courier, put a billet into her hands at the 

coach-window, and then fed with the jut^noft pr&- 

<ripita(ion. She begged her guide to^-r^ad the bil- 

> let, which, only contained thefe words — *'^ My dear 

. girl, every thing has been attempted to fave you : 

- keep up your fpirits, and do not defpair."— — She 

, proteft^d that (he neither knew the courier^ nor 

the hand-writiiig. , 

B 3, Oil 
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On her arnvai at Bruilels, tht was immecnatelf 
talcen to the hotel of the Count de Cobenzel.-— 
She was dFrefied rn a gown of grey tafieta, a black 
coat, and a veil of white gauze, which covered 
her face^ and which (he took oiF when file entered 
the A^inifter^s apartment. Her figure would have 
interefted the mgft infenfible heart in her favour* 
She was tall, and elegantly formed ; her air was 
at once fimple and majeftic ^ her complexion wa$ 
fair y her arms were delicately turned ^ her hair 
was brown, and calculated to receive the embeU 
IKhments of art to the greateft advantage. She 
kad that frefhneis of colour which no borrowed . 
tints can imitate ; fine dark eyes, and a lookwhick 
expreiled every emotion of her foul* She Q>oke 
French with a German accent, and appeared much 
cpnfufed, but without any parttcular fymptom of 
female weaknefs. 

Htr alarm was foon difiipated by that confidence 
which M. de Cbbensel fo well knew how to in-* 
Ipire. In her letters (he had always called him her 
father ; when in his pre&nce> (he addrefled him by^ 
the fame endearing name ^ flie would have kifled 
his hand, bat he prevented her by catching her in 
his arms. He fat down near her ; talked to her 
on the iutje^ of her healthy defbed her to make 
herfelf per&^y eafy ; and told her flie (hould have 
the utmoft attention and the kindeft tseatment, if 
ihe would ftridly adhere t^ truth* She repeated 
feveral tknes, *• Yes,, indeed^ my dear father,^ I will 
inform you of every thing ; I am a good girl, and 
never injured any human creature. It is' true, I 
have contrafled iome (Jebts ; but what, was that a 
crime f I had been plentifully fi^pplied with mo-^ 
ney^ and I cxpeAed a continuation of my allow* 
aoce." Alt her diftrefs appeared to arife (rom the 
^ucumftance of her debts ^ thofe (he confidered as 

ker 
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tier only fautts, and as the folc caufe of her bemg* 
apprehended,* 

She cxpreflfed no concern whatever at her bemg 
41 prifoner, and only alked M, de Cobeifzel if ibc 
might not remain at his houfe. The Count frank^^ 
Ij told her that this was impoifible ; afiuring her,, 
at the (ame time^ that £he (hould be treated with 
alt imaginable refpe£^, in an apartment which he 
bad prepared for her in the fortrefs of Monterely 
at a very little diftance from Bruifels ; and that if 
ike wanted any thing, (he had but to exprefs her 
wiik, and her commands iboatd immediately be 
t>beyed« He promifed to wait on her there the 
next day ^ and (he took her leave of him, to aU ap^* 
pearance, in a (iate of perfeft tranquillity.— -She 
was condu£led to Fort Montere^, under the guard 
6f Major de Camerlang, a man of fenfe and good 
nature ^ and M« de Neny had taken care to pro* 
vide a female attendant for her» The next day^ 
the Count went to fee her, and found her in very^ 
good fpirits ; (he feemed delighted with her apart- 
ment, and pleafed with, the conduA of thofe about 
lier. The Count offered her the ufe of any books 
from his library. She thanked him ; but faid ibe 
never had a moment whi9h hung heavy on her 
bands, fo much was her mind taken up with vi« 
fioiiary projeSs for her future life i the truth was^ 
ihe could neither read nor write* M. de Ciimer* 
lang taught her to fign ker name, while (he was 
in confinement. The caufe of this ignorance wilt 
prefently be explained.— -—The next day her ex- 
amination began. M. de Cobenzel and the Pre- 
fident went to Fort Monterel at ten in the morn- 
ing; The Count de Neny, who had not before 
leen the prifoner, was extremely furprifcd at her 
ftriking refemblance to the late Emperor. They 
aiked ^r where (be was bom I She ikid (he knew 

no^ 
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not. But that (he had been told the place where (he 
was educated, was called Bohemia.— She was 
afked, if that place was a town ; and what was the 
carlielt incident in the couFfe of her life that fli« 
could remember ?^— She (aidy that the place where 
fhe was brought up, was a little fequeftcred houfe 
in the country j. that there was neither town nor 
village near it ; and that before her inhabiting this 
lioufe, (he had not the leaft recolleSion of any 
thing which had happened to her*^ That in her 
infancy (he had been under the care of two women, 
one about fifty years old, the other about thirty.— 
That fhe called the firft mama^ the, fecond Cathe- 
rine ; that fhe flept in the apartment of the fir ft i. 
-named woman, and that both of them treated her 
with much kindpefs and afieftion. That, from 
time to time, an Ecclefiaftic (as fhe has .fince fu(- 
-pe^Sed, a Jefuit) xan^ to fay mafs in an apartment 
.in tlie houfe, and. to teach her the catechifra 5 that 
the woman whom (he called mama had began to 
»inftru£i her in reading a«d writing, but that the 
prieft oppofed it, from the moment it came, to his 
knowledge 5 and from that time (he was taught no 
more ! However, (he added, that, he always treated 
her with infinite refpeft. 

She faid, that about a year after this,, a handfom& 

, man, in a hunting fuit, accompanied, by another 

gentleman, dreft: in the fame manner, came to the 

hou(e where (he refided.. That (he was immedi- 

. ately fent for 5 when the (banger embraced her^ 

placed hereon his knee, carefled her much, and 

recommended it to her to. be good and (ubmiifive. 

* She doubts not that this perfon had feen her before, 

becaufe,(he recolle<as that he thought her grown 

taller, and altered ; but fhe never remembers hav- 

itig feen him at any former time. 

About eighteen months afterwards bejetiirned^ 

accom--^ 
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2<?tompanie(l by the fame attendant as before^ 
and wearing the very fame drcfs. She faid, that, 
at this fecond interview, tHe features of her un- 
known vifttor made fo ftrong an impreffion on her 
mind, that had fhe never feen him rtiore, (he 
Ihould not have forgotten them. She fays, that 
he was of a hiiddlfng fize, and rather corpulent,^ 
that he had an open countenance, a ruddy complex- 
ion^ i dark beard, and a Kttle white, fpot upon 
one of his temples. She obferved, tliat M. de 
Neny bore fame diftant refemblance to the perfon 
(he fpoke of, particularly in the lower part of his 
face ; fhe faid further, that at thJ5 fecond inter- 
view, remarking fomewhat red that appeared 
about the ftranger's neck under hfs ridingrcoat, (he. 
afked him what it was ? he replied, it was a rhark 
of diftinftion worn by officers — fhe, ignorant in 
every partfcufer, enquired what he meant by an 
offjc^? « They are,*' fold he, « Men of Honour, 
** Galantry, and Spirit, whom you muft love, be- 
catife you are the daughter of an officer yourfelf.*** 
Sht added, at this fecond vifit fhe found nerfelf ex- 
tremdy attached to the flranger ; and that when 
he tboic bis leave (he ihed a flood of tears j at which. 
he appealed miich afFe6ted, and promifed her to 
retarh fdon. 

He did not keep his word 5 for he returned not 
till two years after, and when {he reproached h'mi/ 
with abfenting himfclf fo long, he tdd her, that 
at the time he had fixed for coming to her, he had 
beeui violently ill, in coA^quence of over-heating^ 
bimfelf in the chac6. 

[N. B. Prince Charles recolleSed, that at ar 
time corrc^onding with that above-mentioned^ 
the Emperor wals in fa^ taken Jll on his return 
fromi hunting.^ 

Thi*; 
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This third interview, which was the laft, fur-* 
ni(hes the moft interefting anecdotes. The itran- 
ger defircd to be left alone with her. When he- 
told her of his illnefs fl*e flied tears ; he was himfelf 
melted, and afted her why ftie wept ;" " Becaufe 
1 love youV He aflixred her that he felt equal, 
love for her; that he would take care of her; 
would make her rich and happy; would give her 
a palace, money^ and attendants ; and that her do* 
meftics (hould wear yellow and blue Irveries. He^ 
afked her, afterwards, if (he did not wi(b to fee 
the queen ? (he replied, (he did not know what a. 
queen meant. " A queen is the firft lady in the 
kingdotn, and highly to be refpe6ted as fuch ; yovt 
would love her much if you knew her ; but that,, 
for the fake of her peace of mind, you muft never 

do." He then prefented her with the two pic» 

tures, which (he had fent from Bourdeaux to M. 
de CobenzeK She faid, (he told the ftranger, that 
one was bis own picture ; he allowed it, and bade 
her keep it as long as fte lived, as well as that, 
of the Emprefs: and a third pidlure, which he af- 
terwards gave her of a female, whofe features- 
were half concealed by a veil. This, he told 
her^ was her own mother. ThepiSures were 
in a blue filk purfe which contafined a great quan- 
tity of ducats. The ftranger, when he quitted 
the young lady, aflTured her Che (hould foon be hap* 
py, and uot to have a wi(h ungratiiied ; but that (he 
muft promife him never to marry^ and to keep that 
vow always in her remembrance. After this .he: 
took leave of her with the utmoft tendernefs, and. 
file was herfclf extremely affeSed. 

She related, that in the interval between the- 
ftranger's firft and fecoiid vifit, there came one; 
day, accompanied by two men, a lady, who- 
a&ed to (ce her.. The lady was drelTed in a ftyle 

of 
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df great fiiwplicity : (he was of moderate ftature, 
feir, of a pleafing afpedt, and rather inclining to cor- 
{>ulence« This lady looked at her with great ear- 
neftnefe, and began to weep ; (be afked hei* fe- 
veral mdifierent queftions, and then embracing 
lier two or three times, faid, " My child, you 
are indeed unhappy !" — Her emotion was fo great, 
that (he called for a glafs of water to keep her 
from fainting ; (he drank it, and departed imme- 
xliately. Mademoifclle La Fruelen faid, that (he 
could not be pofitive, whether the picture which 
the ftranger gave her at his latt vifit bore any re- 
fcmblance to this lady or not. 

When the examination had proceeded thus far, 
it was obferved that the young prifoner began to 
prevaricate about the circumftanccs of her ftory^ 
Yet even after this was difcovcred, (he per- 
fifted in moft foleninly declaring, that till now, 
and ijideed till her quitting the houic where (he 
Was educated, her narrative had been faithful in all 
its particulars. Every incident was thoroughly 
examined i the queftions were put to her in every 
po(Bble form to obfcrw if fhe did not vary in her 
replies : but (he always repeated the above fa£te 
with the fame circumftances, and the lame Am- 
plicity. 

She then told the ftory of her departure from 
the place of her education, in words to the fol- 
lowing purport.— That a little time after the 
ftranger's laft vifit, the Kcclefiaftic who had ta- 
ken care of her from her infancy, came to inform 
her, that her Proteftor was no more; and that 
before he expired he had ordered her to be con- 
duced to fomc convent in France — the prieft faid, 
•* that (he muft fet forward on her journey in a 
few days, and that he came to meafure her for 
ibme apparel^ which he afterwards did, with a 

ribbon 
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ribbon he had brought wltja him for that purpofe» 
5\ week after this be arrived in a poft-chaifpj 
bringing with him four complete drefles, viz* 
two pelifles, a black gown, and 2l red one; till 
now fhe had only worn a dimity unc^refs. The 
prieft immediately made a parcel of all the young 
lady's little 'property.— rShe put on a blue pelifle 5 
tie handed, her and her attendant .Catherine^iiitp 
the carriage and then got into it himftlf. 

She wept grievoufly at parting with the woman 
flie had called ^' mAmaV but befides what fhe felt 
on account of the fep^iration, flie was terribly afraid 
of the convent/ The enquiries flie had made of 
Catherine and her mama (in the week preceding 
iier departure) had given her moft frightful ideas 
of the life to which fhe thought herfelf con- 
tiemned for the remainder of her 3ays. She could 
not tell what towns fhe pafled through ; but fhe 
laid, that on her arrival at Hamburgh, the priett, 
after difmiiling her attendant, had made her em- 
bark on board a veflel freighted for Bourdeaux, 
The moment fhe took fhip, a man^ to all appear- 
ance about fifty years old, came to offer her his 
fervlces, faying, that he would take care of her 
tduring her voyage. On their arrival .at Bour- 
deaux, this man, who had acquired great influ- 
ence over her, took her to the hpufe of a Ger- 
man merchant, who was fettled in that city ; an4 
the wife of this merchant placed her with Madame 
Guillaumot, with whom fhe remained, during 
the whole time of her ftay in Bourdeaux. A 
fortnight after her arrival at this lady's houfe, a 
letter was brought to her, addrefled *' to Made- 
moifelle Felicia Juliana de Schonau,'* a name 
which at her leaving Bohemia, the Prieft told bar 
ihe was in future to confider as her own. Ma- 
dame Guillaumot, by her defire, read this letti?r 

"to 
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to her. — It contained rules for her future conduA, 
and affurauces that (he (hould be amply fupplied 
with money: (he was direded by the writer to 
rematn wim Madame Guillaumot; but fce was 
ttdvifed to perfiiade that lady to difmifs all her 
other boarders^ and to devote her attention to her 
alone. This letter was conchided without cither 
fignature or date, and it enjoined her to be difcree^ 
and to forbear making too curiotis enquiries.*—— 
Some days after this, a gentleman came to her 
houfe, and, without a preface, put a purfe of a 
Choufand louis-d'ors intd her hand ; Only adding^ 
^hat he was commanded to advanceher that fum 
for the purchafe 6f furniture. . She afted him^ 
from whence the money came ; he begged her te 
make herfeif cafy, and ^not to be curious. <->-^Sbc 
fays flie has reafon to think this man was an Ec- 
cleiiaftic. She then took -a houfe and fumiflied 
ft. Madame Guillaumot weni thttner as her com* 
panion ; and (he lived at Bourdeau^ amongO: per^** 
fens of the iirft coafcquence, till the day of her 
confinement. 

The manner ifi which the ftranger told the 
tale of her embarking at Hamburgh and her ar* 
rival at Bourdeaiix appearing highly improhable^ 
JVl. de Cobenzel told her it was evident that her 
ftory was untrue.— He bade her , rcmemfcer what 
he had faid to he^ On the day of her arrival at Bruf« 
fels; ** that the only way to obtain the ^ivouc 
and proteSlion of the Emprefs^ was to be ingenu^ 
ous and lincere" — that it was on this condition 
alone he had offered her his beft fervices; but 
that, as he found fhe had deceived him, he (hould 
now abandon her to all the 'con&quences of |ier, 
impodure. As the Count faid tkk^ he looked at 
her with a fixed and fevere countenance, which 
difconcerted her the more, as till now fee had 
only feen diat air of tendouieis and pcditenefs^ 
C which 
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•wliich maiked bis general chara£ler. She was sdl 
-confufion ; and M. de Cebenzel having rifen from 
h'\s feat, as if abwit to depart, the held him by his 
cloaths, and throwing her&lf at his feet, feid, with 
-many tears, that it was tf^e Ihc had much to re^ 
Jate to him, but Ihc cotiM iay no more in the pre- 
icnc^ t)f Monficur Ac Neny's fecretary. As (bon 
41* that gentleman had.4eft the room, me fell down 
•«igain on her knpes, and with renewed cxpreiTions 
(pt* gnef, entreafied M. <ie Cobenzel to take pi^ 
upon ber ; caxtkSkd thai* ihe had deceived him in 
the account ^ her embarkadon at Hamburgh; but 
plltd Heaven to witnefs, that all which flie had 
/aid of her educatimi in Bohemia was t|;ue to the 
moil minute circumftancc. She afterwards always 
perfifted in thh aflertion, nor ever varied in the 
fmalleft particular, when crofs-examined at differ* 
4mt times as to the formei" part of her life. — And 
thus ihe toU anew the ftory of her departure: 

When the prieft came to take her from her houfe 
in Bohemia, he told her, that he was going to con* 
d»6t her to a coiiveat in France, Ignorant as (he 
was, the little which Catharine and jaer mama had 
told her of a religious life, taught 1^ to confider 
a convent as an horriWe prifon, from which there 
was no efcape : and this idea had fo difturbed her 
mind, that from the oioment of her quitting her 
habitaticMi in Bohemia, (he had formed the proje<a 
of flying, as foon as pofflble, from fuch captivity. 
During her journey to Hamburgh, ihe found xui 
importunity of executing her fiefignr-^t her alarm 
was fo much increafed, %vtjen on her arrival in thsC 
city (he (aw the fea and the fcips, that on th^ 
eve of the day fixed for her departure (he rofe from 
Catharine's fide as (he flept, made a little ; par«I 
Of one gown and fome linen, took the blue purfe 
with the three piflures, and the hundred ducats 
W^ich the ftranger had given her, and at break of 

day 
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isxf left the city. Sfas walked a long- trme \ till 
fpent with fatigue and terror, Jbe' took refugi in ih€ 
b/srit of a farrjur^ and then fdl ajleep. The o^A'acXt 
gf the jn-cmifes found her, and, ftruck with h<?r 
youth and beauty, civilly oilered her a little. room^ 
suid the beft bijdiii his boofe, which fbe accepted*' ^^ 
Her fears not fuffering her to continue (b iiear to. 
Bamburgh, fhe foon quitted this retreat*. She; 
wiCbed to give Tome prdof of her gratitude to the; 
boneft people who had aSbrded her protection;. 
bm. they would accept of nothing. F^om. heiu:ew 
vtounted on a wretched carriage^ (he took the roa^ 
towanls Sweden. The third day of her joumeyn 
ihe fell from her vehicle, and received fo. dangerous 
a wovuvd in her head, that it was neccHarv to tak^i; 
ber to -a neighbouring inn, and call in tW dffifl;*^ 
aace pf a ftirgeoo'. 

It happened, that a Dutch fa 
inne inrtheii; wajc to Pomeranja a 
peoplcr defrayed the expences of 
ou^of compaifipu, fuffered her t( 
V^a fs^ty. (At her cxaxnijiat 
«aine« of t^Q& Hollanders^ a^ we 
ffy^ik who-wai wilh thena,. and \ 
lioif 1$; psivato tul;or to a^rderc 
Hamburgh.) When (he arrivt 
file quitted her fellow travellers, 
at the bpufe of a German womi 
had a fmall ppft under government. This woiiian^ 
hifipiily ibr JVIademoiii^ La Friielcn, was n, perfon 
9f great integjiity, and conceived the tendeEcilr, 
Iri^iMjfliipt for i\er« While flie refided here„ bcr: 
bisur«4re£kr told her one day, that the Count de] 
Seigioiofo, Imperial Minifter at Stockholni, was*^ 
leaking ftri<3 enq^ries after a young lady that hadj 
eloped from Hamburgh. La Fruelen, who be^W^ 
to form an idea of the confeqnunces of her flifeht^' 
aoiL whom the apprehenUons of poverty terrihisd* 
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ftill more than the thoughts of a convent, told her 
informer, that (be was me pcrfon fought after, and 
permitted him to make this difcovcry to the Aiii- 
baSador. The next dar'lhe received a billet from 
that Minifter, inviting her to his houfe. The bJi- 
kt was read to her by a girl that vraited upon her, 
iiamed Sophia ; (he did not heiitate a moment^ but 
repaired that day to the Count de Betgioiofo. He 
received her with great rcfpedl'; a/ked her the cir- 
cum(lances of her departure from Hamburgh ; and* 
k being (as he thought by her replies) evident 
that ibe was the peHon whom he fought, he told* 
her, that he was InftruAed to take the greateft care 
of her, and that he would gp to fee whether (he 
was in convenient lodgings. He offered her mo- 
Atjj which flie accepted, for the blue purfe was en- 
tirely empty. M..de Belgiojofo went to.vifit her 
the next dav; he told her flie inuft fiay no iohger 
in &di a place, and that he would procure h^ * 
' more conunodious apartment near his own houfe. 
; In two days (he went to this apartment; it was 
at the houfe of a tradesman :/and Sophia continued 
dbottt her perfon. — !•!• de Belgioiofo fent her a 
lacijaey, and furnilhed her with provifions from his 
6wn table.. Not long afterwards, he told her that 
&e had been fiill more iht>ngly recommended to 
his protedtooi- and that (he muft take-up her abode 
at his houfe ;. and accordingly (he went thither the 
^ame afternoon^ 

She (aysy chat while (be was at the houfe of &{• 
die Belgioiofo, flie was ib affe£M by the (tght of « 
pifture, pcrfe£Ujr tefemWing the fh^n^ who caihe 
three times to tee her at her dwelinig in-fibhemia^ 
that fhe fwooned away upon the fpot. (The 
Cottnt de Belgioiofo has by letter conlirmed xhii 
aflertion; and it (eems the prfhire was that of the 
Einperor Francis.) It was with the greatelt diffi* 
culty that they recovered her from her fainting- Jfit| 

and 
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and a violent fever was the. conference, whicKr 
very nearly proved fatal to her. She fays flie grew 
^taller during this illneis,. which lafted fix weeks^ 
and was fo nuich altered, that ibe^ appeared to bt 
.thirty years old, though ihe could not at this time- 
have been above fixteen. 

When ihe was perfcAly recovered, the Ambaf- 
iador told her, hehad received advice from Ham*- 
burgh) that (he had quitted that city In compan;^> 
«with a young £ngti{hman. SHte denied it in the 
moft iblemn inanner, becaiofe fhe had no Engliflv. 
acquaintance whatever :: bit M. de Bfelgioiofo pe.**- 
^ed in> htsaccuiatioh' fb long)' that^. wearied outc 
with conftantpeffecutioti/oii'Sie fubjeft, ihe corr— 
idled faerfelf guUty^of a cnme which ihe knew was^ 
fiitfely laid to her charge. 

This raflr.confcflion,.as'well as maayoAer in— 
.dances of hnprudence in her condii^ (he attempted^^ 
,tb|>alliate,ijia> manner thdt very ftrongly proved^ 
.her- fimplicity and ignorance of the worldi. Het 
igncxrance indeed extended to ftich a degree, that: 
^. St. Gere, Affiftant to the Imperial Cdnfiil at: 
BQurdoai^^ who wasfent fb^^taBrtrfleh during tbt- 
•prtfoner-s examinationy^ depofiMi^ that while he wa»> 
.her fecretary atJBcmrdeauXj^flie wi(hed hkn to figt^: 
. a iefgned name to abetter*— and when he remonh- 
'ftrated,. that/ (he 6ouId not make ufe of: a name: 
that wa& hot her own, (hete^ied, ^ Whi>Ci^nfor- 
•^bid my A)ing any thing that I wi(h? May h 
not amme any; name, any* %natiure^. at my plea«»- 

' It tnuft' be obfetved; tbat^^bout the time of her* 
^pemerft: ftom Hactiburghy. the daughter of 'a' 
merchant in that city had- been carried off by -a 
young EngH{hitia^;i. and this adventure, l^eing 
oonfouhded Wi^ that of out: heroine, gave the Ani* 
bai&dgi; thofe (ufpicipns which (be had the fo% to 
. confirm.. It^ilevident,, diat a&er tbis^ confeffion^ 
C.3. ' M. de 
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.^ugbtQTy and not the young ibdy :^x^l^d 4»en ff^ 
cooammied toihtscare: becaufea: little tiine after 
thisi te told her he wa^ miftaken ^ ta.he|- pe£fon> 
#^ i(J:vife)dl W :to «oturn t& H«a:iburgh. He gme , 
her twenty-five louis-dVs Icar her travelkng eH- 
t^e^G^H^ entfttftcsti hiesr to tiiec^seof a mer^ant 
wh<> wa& theo iosk hk teturn la that jcity^ On fae^ 
acf ivaJr s^t iila«eibucgb^ (be aimouflj fought after diofe 
peffen3> IvWn.fl^ had <|mtte<l wkh £> oiuch pst- 
cipit^ticm^ £hi^ «ralk<rf«very:day oia the ^uay^ and 
inthc^dft 6tqi«erited|»rtsofA^ -; 

M thk/ticoHe^.a n»u), in appeaca^e about' £% 
}K^%i^ i]pid> and ipkialy >di-«l^, witp^ bad Mloweil 
b«f 4it a.(ii(Uocfi for. fcveraJ dbys> at lift accoftdit 
her, and pcop<)^d to her to go to Bourdeatiit. She 
is<tr^ni«d-tat« ikoile readily) becaufe ihe necbllc£^d 
that ihevpAeft^had^iflicd her. to embark §or thit 
place^ ^ and^ fte, (tippofedy . that bjr following the 
pUn at firft jmrM r<^ fer ^f,. flie (houki the- 
n>Qr9 eafdy oieot mth ^lefe v»hd in^efisd theiki- 

:ii^I)^ej5 aboi^ her fatQ.-^i Theman Whomihe anet pti 
ihe qua^ eoibarkcd with her ;^ her voya^waspisoC- 
pe^QM^ >n evei-y^ parlkutoV ^ be aiiteBded her dni- 

.ing ij^a. Qomie^^ tt Jbjdke maamr ib(» had at firfi: 
lelaliftd* iThe ^micuier ji^wiays^peri]il»} in &ving 
thateyeiry eirciMXiiianceihe)^ sadidoQed, o/ her 
arrival, at BourdeauXy and b^r adyooturGS in tteit 
ci^y, jva^.moft fcnipiilojjfly true* ■ \ ■ , • 

. Sbom a&e^ £he. had tfJcen a JiuMife of her Wn, io 
which Madame Guiliatamot accompani^ her^ ifae 

•f0(30rv«d SH^ anonymous 'le(ter, id wkidv flie was 
eoiiiniaoded ^ go to the Oistke de-Ricbciieu^ aad 

« aft; that prote£BoQ> of ^i^oh (ho iiood fo much in 
l^ed* , The writer prcfied her the laore earneftiy 
to do tbis, hecaufe the Di^e was already accyiaiofiecl 
with t)^ particulars of her fiory. Accordingly StLe 
IM&t m 1^ Duke'« palace« Be iaformed £u ibat 
'• ' , . .. ■ ' he 
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he ImcI received a letter Irom the R-iiioeft fAwert^ 
berg,>recomfftiend4ng: MadeaiotfeUe de 'Schooatt in 
the ftrongeft terms jtoliis* care, ^te-^made her a 
Ih^i&nd ^Se^sof fervice,^ and aecoeding tp ha citl^ 
torn, £Md moFT than a vwman of booour ought «> 
iie^r. Sheburft into tears, and on her koces uq. 
plered his pity; and the Duke ori hts'part iimde 
apologies for his imprudence. o 

A lew days after this he came^to her hottfe, and ^ 
earBcftly feciHniiieiuled k to her to leara Che French 

* language, which as. ytc file tinderftood very iinpe«- 
fe£tiy. M,. de Rkhelfeuixudher feveral ^her vs- 
6ts, and always heated her wkh te h^heft reipeft» 
She was a conftant gueft at all hM eftterlainments^ 
Mid when any quemons \mte afted him eonocrri^ 
mg her, he nnade tMs uniform reply^-*^ She is "a 
kSy ef great dyhnitlon.** 

The reft of the examiiiatioil confifted of minuie 
cirenmAances, foreign to our |>urpofe; and ohiefty 
refpeAed the company with whom £he aiioctatedf 
dur^g her refidence at Bourdeaux. it muft nde 
liowever.he forgotten, that fte had two very ad* 
vantageous -oflisTS of marriage : the one ft4Mn M«. 

• de . ' ' s *^ <^cr from the ticphew of M. de Fer- 
rand, a counfeUor of the paitiament of Bcmrdeaox* 
She refufed boiti ; conceiving herietf bound to per- 
petual celibacy by the promife fl»e had made oe 
ftranger m Bohemia. 

Ic ts necdi&ry to inention her pecimiary refources* 
We have "already obfepved, that while (he lived 
with Madame GuiUaumot, a perfon unknown pre^ 
feftte<} her with a thoufand louis* d*ors. This fame 
perfe'n brou^t her feveral Turns of money after- 
wards, at di^erent times ; and flie n^reived through 
this channel about a hundred atid fifty thotiiaad Fi- 
vres, without ever l^arningj or being able to difc 
covter to \^4iom (he was obliged for this noble allow* 
ance^r-As sdl this -tended i^ confirm her in her 
' ■*« . ideas 
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]i]i»is tbaf (be belonged to a very wealthy fiunaj, 
ibe fpent this money as faft as (he received it. On 
a fudden her nemittances (lopped* She had little 
•or no money hy her;, (b that in a (bort time, as 
(he made no alteration wha^ver in her ftyle of li- 
ving, (be contraded debts to the amount of (1x9 
^louland Uvres^ which retpained undifcharged at 
^e ttm^ of her being ariefted at Bovrdeaux. 

In ptbe deijaerate fituatipn to which the menaces 
of hei^ creditors reduced, hctj (be took the wild re^ 
Iblution of fabricating thoTe letters, which when 
jprefented.to her at. her examii^iion, flte owned 
^were xiidated by iierfelf^. As, firiV, the letter to 
M, dc Cgben'xel, dated, ** Vienna— />•«»« «X 
iM bid-^two ifLjbe nwrninj^**' — Another, figned,, 

.*« Le Comte J. de WciflTendorf." Anodier to 

the Empecor, addreffed to Florence. . Another tp 
the Bavarian Miniftqr at Paris. And^ la&ly, the 
letteTrta the King oS Spain, whi^h had led to tl^e 
difcovcry. 3ut though (h^ frankly confeilcd the 
having (ent aljt thefe lefters^ (he declared at the 
'(ame time .her perfe^ ignorance of that ftgned ^' Le 
.Comte jdc Dieftrichftejn'^— and of feveral pthers>. 
-which the Counts de Cobenzel and -de Keny had 
itceived ffom tii^e to time concerning hcK. 

It Is obfervable^ that her (urtpVicity was (b jgreat, , 
as to make it inippflible to explain to her how highly 
criminal (be hs^d beeii^ in procurrng forged letter 
tm fubje6ts of fuch impoitance. She made, the 
tsimt reply, now that (be had done to M. S^. Gcrt^. 
at Bpurdeaux^— ^ay, (he innocently , pe;rfifted ia 
iC| that ibe thought (be had a^ed right; becaufb- 
the extraordinary educattori that had i>een givea 
her, the conjectures (he had formed of her parenta^,.. 
the portraits which gave (cich weight to dioie coxv* 
ieClures, and the confiderable fums* that had been 
cemitted to her, could not but lead her tofu(pe<9^ 
that (be was in point of faft die late Empergcfft 

daughter* 
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daughter. She dcckrcd that flie had never ottered 
her thoughts to anjr human creature ; but finding 
herfelf all at once utterly forfaken, flae concluded 
t^e peribn was dead who had been commii&oned;.to 
iurnilh/her with money. And as fhe fuppo&d 
. f hat this perfon alone was acquainted with the place 
of her abode, file conclsded that her fuppltes onjy 
chafed becaufe her refidence was no longer known. 
However, as fhe thoi^ht it highly probaUe that 
her father m^ht haveentmfled noore than one per- 
ibn with the fecret of her birth, fhe hoped, by writ- 
ing to all the moft illuftrioas ferrants of the Houie 
of Auflria, to finid fome one who, knowing her 
hifk>ry, might place her ki that fituoitkm whicjh 
her fiither had defigned for her. . She (aid further, 
that fhe did not write thefe letters in her own nasiiei 
becaufe fhe would not expofe-herfelf to tbe< trouble* 
, femeWk)fity ofthofe who, nc^being in tke^tott, 
^onid imnnediately msdte inipury about her Urtbu 
That if but one pi thofe letters had &}len into the 
. hands of any perfon acquainted with her ftory, that 
perfon would immediately have known more pas* 
ticulars of her life than flie herfolf could know. In 
, the mean time, ber fufptcign^ besngunfupported l^ 
. pofitiVe proof, all that fbecooM figrwoiUd not pr^ 
^ vent her pailing for an tmpoftor. She added, that 
a flron^ argum^t of her confoiom innocence, and 
of hex firm perfaaiion -that fhe wias really the £nw 
f>eroir'8 daughter, might.be drawn.fromtbc circuni^ 
'ihuice of her having pointed out the place of .her 
^abode in ail her letters;, everyone of wMch tended 
to put ber in the power of. the. Courf of Viei^ 
that .court which was alone intereiVed in punifhing 
a fraud of this nature. She affirmed, that fhe ne« 
ver bad conliiUed any perfon whatever ai to the 
ibej^ fke had taken ; and fhe particuksly denied 
having written the letter, figned** The rrinccfs^ 
d'Averfberg,**. which the Duke de Richelieu re- 
ceived foon after her arrival at Bfiurde^ux.,. . :* 
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The exammalion, aftet twenty-fciur fittings, 
beinr entirely fmtflted, MeflTrsn de^ Cobenzel a»d 
4c r^y ibriDuPy.coniider^ -what ileps wercmoft 
|MX>perto be Ukm m confequence of it,. .The 
Court having dcfired them to giye. Uieir opiniefi^ 
riiey agreed) ** That the moft prudent mtafii» 
wQuidJbe to. place the .poor giri : in ibme diftant 
€onrent,.afttl there keep her, ttiUme fliouid throw 
feme light:x>n th^s myflenous a&ir." At the mo* 
ment when this opinion wa» to have been tpanC* 
mittedto, Vienna, M, deNcny received a kttm 
bom hts father, (prtvatbefiseretary tot the Empfefs) 
whrch flated, that fronv the,examinaCic», which 
had beei^.ieot from, tinae to timete court, b^f Im-» 
ptacfel Mis^% faacriaanat a vecy d'^^nnt^g^Qm 
fi^mm 6£ the ihasger •> and: tb^ fte wa% dest^r-^ 
SQiiiedtO'ttTMkec witktKruimQftrevmty. A&oe 
icadmg^ thc& ^i^pttche^^ M. de Neny'^ &mi«i«efla 
vcrc&entkdy changed^ d^ be prc^fed fending.' . 
the tonbappy ptifixier*t# Koacdeiknxi and;eh8reput^ 
tuDgher tntiothepDwe&ofbfiffCMditois. &U^eveil« 
fenftthb. to- Vtenn^ashi^ opbaidn. But tbie Coiwt 
M Cvheuel, whim no cojD&kx^on; could ind^t 
^ change thof^ fc pt iiacm ai whichr! boiiaur wA bu^ 
iaaiiity.di6bt3»(h.4sMod'n0t, tftitebalf of mocencei, 
tf»di(p]/eaie Ws; iSbvcceiga bier&lf ; and in a Jetteff<t» 
tiw Emprofs^i fttoogly/tmreighed agai;^fl M.<lr 
^ctije's opiniflfH and adviied.lbat.lbe uek^py pif^ 

aiviito wa» 110^ ibUoweii,..and^ that of^the Count 
Uet^hfany was impradicaU^ . Xbe Duke dd Cboi^ 
^tti osAifird tgrgmitt the^paipttrt Jibccflary.t^coo^ 
^mSUier to Bowzdeanoc . la vaM M< de* Bftrire (&»> 
crstary ta the Eimb^y at Pari% and .Chaif^ dei 
vAffaires in^tfae .Count drftlcfiC)^ ^ifinice) jrepro*- 
fenied to. the Bake that heir creditore wtuU be 
k^red, i^tbeirdristorwaa not. ceftorod (Q- them fe 
he ^iienwd to: thiiik.it a. pka of ju>.€0ttfequettiee, And*^ 
fStfiaed:ija.hiu:i&fiiL ... ^ Tkfi: 
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► The day before M. 4c CobeiwePs death, afttf 
lie had received the iacralneHt) ise iaid to a confix 
demi^l friend, who had beeivmade acquainted with 
every circumftance refpedling the ftranger: ** I 
twiye juft received di(iM^ches^:from Vienna, .diafg- 
ing 4rte to acquaint the CoHrt wkh tte prifona^s 
whofe Jiiflx>ry — by no means to difmifs her i imd to 
take no ftep without firefii orders.^' He alltided tao 
a letter juft received froih M; de Ksumtz. The 
Count immediacely burnt it; adding, by way of 
#^£tion, ** Tou fu'^m hin^ man's jipinhn tdid 

famfimes pr^vaiL*' ~ . ^ 

He died the iiext day: and it is pnitoble,, that 
but for thistnisfortune^ the afiair wonhi Miveeitded 
in a very difFerent mt^ner. If fimilar ordeis canois 

^ to an Jr other pcrfon, they came to6 late.: 

Four days after hh deathj ft» ftranger was* t»t 
JcenoUt of pfif<»n ; a Sub-Lieutestant of the Alare« 
chaufie of Bryant coodu&cd her' to 0aievi^ng| 
a fmall town between Mons and V^encieanes, 
•f about a JAy's journey frohi Cahus, , or Oftend) ; 
«% louis^'ors %v^e put into hec hand ; and £b(i 
was abandoned to her wretched deftiny ! 

Thu& far the French Narrative ;— and we diink 
it hi^ly probable, Aat fliewas Ihortly after brought 
into thi& country, where fbe was cruelly abandoned 
by fpme yilefeducer ; and which, no doubt, caufed 
the calamity into which flie fell. Manv endeavours 
were ufed to trace her fenaily, by defer ibing her fitu- 
ation in the public papers both bereand on the Con* 
tinent, but without effeS; and there is now very 
little profpea «f the fecret, whatever hwas, being 
ferther elucidated — for poor Louifa is no more ! 

Having remained for^a confiderable time under 
the care of Mr. Henderfon, already mentioned, 
and fupported by fubfcription, fhe was at length 
removed, asincur^le, to ijjwy's Hofpital, in the < 

Borough 
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Borough of Southwark ; where fliedied rather fiid-J 
denly onthc 19th of December, 1801, ai>d was 
buried in the ground beloilging to that Hb^ital on 
the 23^ ^ , . 

The fame kind and -much the fame degree of ^ 
mental derangemem: remained with this poor der 
parted child of mifery to the laft. The contirac- 
tion of her limbs, from the expofur&to cold in the 
c^en fields, and from her conftant propenfity to re- 
main maftive, rendered her an objeft of the ftrong- 
eft pity. The change was therefore merciful ; her 
life was a fcene of niifery ; and not to be defired 
by thofe who witneffed her fuflFerings for the laft' 
tiventy.fiVe yeari! She was firft difcpyer^ under 
the hay.ftacK about the year 1776. . 

It is but juftice to mention, that a certain fum 
was^ allowed annunlly by the benevolent Mifs 
Hannah Moore, towards cloathing, &c. for pooc 
Loaihy whofe funeral expences where alfo defray- 
ed^ that lady. 

The following appropiate Epitaph) we under-* 
ftand, .w|is writ^ in Bath> and tranfmitted from 
that city : : T 

IM yonder 4i»ft, umnark'd for public fame,, < 
• tow reft the relics of poor LOU I S Ar' s fwipe ^ • 
, Poor hapless suff'rer, of the maniac line ! 
Thy wtongs no more a tortur*^ breast conBrte. 
Enough for thee, that ling'.ring sorrow's breath 
Found final rescue in the boon of death ! 
C«nsoi*d be they, .who sought thy soul's, relief ; 
Tormented they, who overwhelmed with grief t ^ 
Accurs'd the crime, that "'reft thy reason^s ray^ 
Though thou be ransomM for eternal. day I 
And where frail innocence would Vice.reJ>cl^ ; ' 
May guardian angds thy sad story tell I 



FINIS. 
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